DELIVERING CREDIBLE
standards systems
Research shows that ISEAL full membership is strongly linked to improved
transparency, accessibility and rigour of a standards system.

TRANSPARENCY
ISEAL membership is an important factor in determining the transparency of a
standards system.
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TRANSPARENCY

Standard systems make information
about the development and content of
the standard, and the governance and
impact of the system publicly available.

innovation can thrive. ”
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ACCESSIBILITY
ISEAL membership is an important predictor of the producer-friendliness of a
standards system.
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“ ISEAL membership is
positively correlated
with a higher likelihood
of standards offering
support activities in two
main areas, learning
assistance and financial
support, which are
particularly important
for developing-country
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ACCESSIBILITY

Standards systems minimise costs and
overly burdensome requirements; and
provide access to information, training
and financial resources to build capacity
throughout supply chains.
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RIGOUR AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
ISEAL members consistently improve the rigour of their systems as part of their compliance
with ISEAL’s three Codes.

INTERNAL
ANALYSIS
OF ISEAL’S
COMPLIANCE
PROGRAMME
INDICATES: 5
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“ Coming into compliance
with ISEAL’s Impacts
Code allows us to
understand what we
do well but also where
we need to improve
and close the adaptive
management loop with
insights we generate
through our monitoring

RIGOUR & CONTINUOUS
IMPROVEMENT
Standards system are structured to deliver quality
outcomes. In particular, standards are set at a
performance level that results in measurable progress,
with regular compliance assessments.
Continuous improvement with robust monitoring and
evaluation supports an understanding of what practices
are working, which enables refinement of those practices
to improve the effectiveness over time.

activities. ”
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ISEAL membership is a

commitment to meeting the
base requirements set out in our

ISEAL members

and to continuous improvement
through evaluation, peer learning
and innovation

their monitoring &
evaluation practices
since March 2014
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improvements to

ISEAL’S CODES OF GOOD PRACTICE ARE SEEN AS GLOBAL REFERENCES FOR
DEVELOPING CREDIBLE STANDARDS
Find out more about ISEAL’s Codes of Good Practice:
Standard-Setting Code

Assurance Code

Impacts Code

Through compliance with ISEAL’s Codes of Good Practice, ISEAL members embody the Credibility
Principles of rigour, transparency, efficiency, relevance, impartiality, improvement, sustainability,
engagement, accessibility and truthfulness, making the link between action and sustainability impact.

ISEAL represents the global movement of sustainability standards.
To find out more about our members visit www.iseal.org
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